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ries and private accumulation. It must not
be forgotten, either, that the era of cheap
books had not yet come in England, and
that the periodical form was still in embryo,
To look back on one of the rather juiceless
periodicals which sprang up so frequently
at the beginning of our literature because
they had no depth of earth, and withered
away rootless and sunstruck, is to be over-
taken half with scorn for their pretense,
and half with pity for conductors and read-
ers, who had to make believe very hard to
find them quite nice. " They would bear a
little more seasoning certainly," like the
marchioness's orange-peel and water; yet
how strong must have been the passion for
literature when money was expended and
pains taken with these hopeless ventures.
The change in popular taste, moreover, must
not mislead us into supposing that writings
which are arid to us now were necessarily
devoid of interest to contemporary readers.
We take down from, the shelf the solitary
volume which contains the "American Mag-
azine," and its reading-matter looks as faded
to our eyes as the leather upon the covers,
but it was once the latest publication of the